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INTRODUCTION

The Alfred Elliott Howell Family Papers, 1842-1935, consists largely of family
correspondence and diaries of Alfred Howell (1863-1931) and Jennie (Thompson)
Howell. The Alfred Elliott Howell Family Papers were a gift of Miss Isabel Howell,

Sewanee, Tennessee.
The materials in this finding aid measure 1.68 linear feet. Single photocopies of

Alfred Elliott Howell Family Papers may be made for purposes of scholarly research.



SCOPE AND CONTENT

The Alfred Elliott Howell Family Papers containing approximately 600 items and 30
volumes, spans the period 1842-1935. The collection is composed of diaries, memoirs,
account books, autograph albums, family and general correspondence, and a few
miscellaneous items.

The family correspondence is the largest portion of the papers containing many letters
of Alfred Howell and Jennie (Thompson) Howell before and after their marriage. There
are also letters of Jennie’s sisters, Fanny and Mattie Thompson and Kate (Thompson)
Weakley, and the children of Jennie and Alfred -- Morton Ill, Martha, Frances, Louise,
and Isabel. Morton married Marie Harwell; Martha married Paul Bartles; Frances
married Esmond Ewing; and Louise married Clopper Almon, all of whom are represented
in the papers. The correspondence covers the period 1880-1931 and contains important
materials on the social history of Nashville. Mr. Howell, a violinist, kept a list of all the
weddings for which he played. This was a social activity. Eleven small diaries were kept
by Alfred Howell during the years 1922-1931 when he was living and working in New
Jersey. These contain expense accounts and comments on his activities.

There are three autograph albums of Jennie (Thompson )Howell and six diaries
covering the period 1875-1919. One little volume kept by Jennie Howell lists the button
holes she worked during the years 1906-1908 and her last memoir called “Family Talk”
written during the years 1916-1926 is an account of older members of the family who
came to Nashville in the early 1800s, especially the Woods brothers, James, Joseph, and
Robert, whose sister Agnes (Woods) Trabue was Jennie Howell’s grandmother. Several
of the little volumes contain expense accounts and one volume, 1902-1919, was kept
while the family were at Beersheba Springs, the summer home of the Howells and the
Thompsons.

Two volumes for the dates 1920-1923 are diaries of Miss Isabel Howell kept
while s he was in school at Vanderbilt and for a few months after she was in library
school in New York city. A third volume kept by Miss Howell contains a list of daily
expenses, 1928-1930.

A map of Davidson county, Tennessee, 1900; a land grant issued to Samuel
Solomon by the State of Georgia, Chatham county, 1842; a small brochure of Beersheba
Springs with rates of board there; two small photographs of Morton Boyte Howell and his
son Alfred; a Confederate bill for 100 dollars and a twenty-five cent bill, 1863 and one
ten cent bill, 1874; a bill of sale for Negroes to Sarah B. Woods by James Woods,
November 8, 1843, Davidson County, Tennessee, listing names, ages, and prices of
Negroes; and five tickets to the Worlds” Columbian Exposition in Chicago, 1893, make
up the remainder of the collection.



CONTAINER LIST

Box 1

1. Accounts —1886-1935

2. Accounts — Bill of sale, 1843

3. Autograph books

4. Diaries, etc. — Howell, Alfred Elliott

5. Diaries, etc. — Howell, Isabel

Box 2

1. Diaries, etc. — Howell, Jennie Thompson

2. Diaries, etc. — Howell, Jennie Thompson

3. Diaries, etc. — Howell, Jennie Thompson

4. Documents — Resolution of confidence, 1919

5. Elliott, Isabel — poetry

6. Land grant, 1842

7. Miscellaneous

Box 3

1. Family correspondence — Alfred to Jennie — 1880-1884

2. Family correspondence — Alfred to Jennie — 1885

3. Family correspondence — Alfred to Jennie — August 1885-June 1887
4. Family correspondence — Alfred to Jennie — June 1887-1888

5. Family correspondence — Member of the family (Jennie, Martha, Frances, and Isabel
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— 1888-1930; Father, and Brother — 1880)

Family correspondence — Jennie to Alfred —1881-1897

Family correspondence — Jennie (Thompson) Howell —-1920-1930

Family correspondence — Louise (Howell) Almon — 1924 -1930

Family correspondence — Morton, Martha, Paul, Frances, Esmond, 1905-1930

Box 4
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Correspondence — author unknown (first names only)
Correspondence — Acklen-Buttorf

Correspondence — Carder-Gale

Correspondence — Haggard-Loud

Correspondence — McClay-Pollard

Correspondence — Pope-Strickland

Correspondence — Tarbox-Zolnay

Correspondence — Outgoing-1883-1930
Miscellaneous items — telegrams, 1931, etc.



NAME INDEX

Alfred Elliott Howell Family Papers
CORRESPONDENCE

Adams, Adam Gillespie (1887- ), 1918-1921
Adams, Crenshaw Waller, 1931
Adams, Elliott, 1930

Adams, Howell Elliott, 1918-1921
Adams, Marion Strickler, 1918-1921
Adams, Morton Byte, 1918-1921
Adams, Sue (Howell), 1918-1921
Albert, Charles F. 1885

Almon, Clopper, 1917-1923
Almon, Louise (Howell), 1930
Anderson, Harriet H., 1931
Atwater, H. R., 1921

Bachman, J. W.

Backert, A. W., 1921

Barrows, Mattie, 1885

Barthell, Edward East, 1921
Bartles, Martha (Howell) (1906- )
Bartles, Paul, 1929

Bean, W. R., 1921

Beersheba Springs, Tennessee, 1880-1930
Bell, Julia, 1880

Bohr, Dagmar Plumacher, 1931
Bone, James H., 1881

Bonner, Ethel Howell, 1931
Bowser, Ed H., 1883-1884

Boyd, Nannie Seawell, 1931
Brandau, Adolph G., 1924

Bryan, J. Harvey, 1931

Carder, Eugene C., 1927

Carrick, Marie

Christopher, A., 1881

Clamer, Guilliam, 1921

Cohn, Nathan, 1931

Condon, Martha, 1906

Condon, Martin J., 1906

Connell, Clarence, 1921

Connelly, Clifford B., 1925



Conover, Frederick L., 1930
Crary, Higgons, 1884
Cunningham, B.K., 1885

Curd, Charles P., 1885

Dake, Walter M., 1904

Davis, Thomas J., 1888
DeWitt, John H., 1921

Dibrell, Sallie, 1931

Dudley, Houston, 1921
Eisenberg, Alfred G., 1932
Elliott, Eliza, 1885

Elliott, Gib, 1881

Evans, John J., 1924

Ewing, Esmond

Ewing, Frances (Howell), 1906
Ewing, Robert, 1928

Fosdick, Harry Emerson, 1927
Frazier, Charles H., 1925

Gale, Dudley, 1930

Haggard, William D., 1921
Harwell, Samuel Knox, 1929
Hertz, Fred, 1882

Hopkins, Walker, 1886
Houston, P. D., 1921

Howell, Alfred Elliott, letters, 1880-1930; diaries, 1922-1931; photograph
Howell, Isabel, letters; diaries, 1920-1923
Howell, Jennie (Thompson), letters; diaries, 1875-1919
Howell, Joseph Toy, 1870
Howell, Morton Boyte, letters; photograph, 1881
Howell, Morton B., Jr., 1884
Howell, Morton B., 111, 1905
Hoyt, C. E., 1921

Hutton, John D., 1881

Janssen, W. A., 1921
Jesenofsky, Ida F., 1931
Johnston, S. T., 1921

Koch, C. S., 1921

Lance, Frances, 1931

Lance, Ovette, 1931

Lee, Mrs. William J., 1931
Lindemann, A. J., 1921
Lissberger, B., 1921

Lockett, Pauline (Acklen), 1929



Long, John C., 1886

Loud, Robert L., 1886

McCarthy, Ben E., 1922
McCloy, “Mother”

McMartin, Willis F.

McMartin, Mrs. Willis F., 1928-1931
McMillin, Col. D., 1886
McPherson, Dorothy Harriett, 1928
Maddin, P. D., 1924

Merrick, Edwin T., 1887
Messinger, C. K., 1921

Minich, Verne E., 1930
Moldenke, Anna H., 1931
Moore, C. Forrest, 1886

Nelson, Anson, 1886

Nelson, Fanny (Howell), 1886
Olson, Mrs. Louis (Nell), 1925
Pero, J. P., 1921

Pollard, Will C., 1921

Pope, Edward W., 1880

Prizer, Charles S., 1931

Rhea, Linda, 1929

Robert, Angelina, 1931

Rollins, Wentworth, 1880

Root, A. B., Jr. 1926
Schmerhorn, Holden Bovie, 1923
Schimpeler, Henry, 1881

Scovel, William W., 1927

Smith, Sydney, 1885

Soper, Ellis, 1921

Steele, Nina Haiden, 1885
Stokes, Walter, Jr., 1930

Strauss, P. J., 1931

Strickland, C. H., 1886

Tarbox, Cornelia, 1886
Tavenner, Eugene, 1931
Thompson, Fanny, 1929
Thompson, Helen Allen “Lal” (Mary)
Thompson, Mattie Walker, 1930
Trabue, Anthony Edward Dupuy, 1882-1931
Trabue, Charles Clay, 1880

Van Cleave, L. W., 1921

Van Duzer, Ira C., 1881



Warren, Robert Penn, 1928
Weakley, Kate (Thompson)
Webb, T. D., 1921
Williams, Harriet, 1926
Witt, William H., 1921
Woods, A. C., 1931
Woods, Robert, 1883
Woods family

Wright, C. W.

Wright, William, 1880-1885
Zolnay, George Julian



